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Al CLfLO Bridging the Gap
by Mario Muniz

The ambitiousness of two physicians, loving support from my
family, and faith in God bridged the gap from denial to hope.
In April of 1999, | was diagnosed with a gastric stromal tumor,
a type of cancer that had the propensity to recur. At that time
the only medical intervention was surgery. Thanks to Dr. Perez
| had several successful surgeries. But the tumors kept coming
back, every time larger than the time before. Worse, they kept
spreading throughout my body. Dr. Perez, my surgeon and
advocate, imparted hope and continued to believe. He told me, “We're
going to beat this.” He consulted with a medical oncologist, Dr. Ucar,
whom he viewed as one of the best in cancer research and
treatment. In June of 2003, with my wife standing by my
side, as she had been throughout my treatment, | arranged
an appointment at Pacific Shores Medical Group for a

first consultation with Dr. Ucar. He offered a new

option, a “magic pill" called Gleevec, a drug recently
approved by the FDA. At that moment | knew | was in
good hands and was not merely a patient, but a human
being ready to live life and thrive.
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“Providing care to a patient is certainly a privilege, and | am /é‘f'
always honored to serve the patient in the best possible way.” —rd

R

- Dr. Dario Perez

“Multiple, and very complex, surgeries by Dr. Perez gave Mario time, just enough time,
for a great medication, Gleevec, to be discovered.” - Dr. Kalust Ucar

—Tomorrow’s Treatment

Soar To Survive: A Diary of Treatment (con:)

S even years ago, Mrs. TJ was diagnosed with breast cancer. She consulted with Dr. Ucar
regarding treatment, and today she is cancer free. The following are a few highlights
from her personal diary, documenting her journey through diagnosis and treatment.

When [ was fifty-nine years old, I was diagnosed with an invasive left breast cancer,
and I had to make a choice between two surgical options. I decided to have lumpectomy
and axillary node dissection instead of mastectomy to preserve my breast. The surgery
went well. The final pathology results after surgery showed that the cancer had spread
into four out of fifteen lymph nodes that were removed. A complete body scan revealed
that the cancer had NOT spread anywhere else.

Questions:

1).What stage was my cancer?

2).Was I curable or not? -To be continued in next month’s HealthBeat.

At Pacific Shores Medical Group, patients are provided with information and choices regarding
treatment options. It is completely up to them to decide what treatments they are comfortable with.

Our Other Office Locations:

Long Beach
1043 EIm Avenue, #104
Long Beach, California 90813

Huntington Beach
19582 Beach Boulevard, #212
Huntington Beach, California 92648

Phone (714) 252-9415 Phone (562) 590-0345 Phone (562) 430-5900 | st
Fax (714) 963-8407 Fax (562) 437-8139 Fax (562) 799-8379 \ [;f, _/U if J, g
Simon Tchekmedyian, MD Simon Tchekmedyian, MD Simon Tchekmedyian, MD
Eleonor Quan, MD Eleonor Quan, MD Lihong Wu, MD
David M. Burtzo, MD André K.D. Liem, MD Mark M. Ngo, MD

Luke W. Chen, MD Walter Schreiber, MD
Lihong Wu, MD

Mark M. Ngo, MD

Employment opportunities are available. Please fax resumé to (818) 637-5106
or visit our website for more information at www.pacshoresoncology.com

Los Alamitos

3791 Katella Avenue, #205
Los Alamitos, California 90720

.

Compassi

¢

Glendale
222 W. Eulalia Street, #100-B
Glendale California 91204
Phone (818) 637-7611 « Fax (818) 637-5106
Kalust Ucar, MD
Hank Yang, Ph.D., MD
Jennifer Sanbar, MD
Nubar Boghossian, MD
Linda Aghakhanian, PA-C
Mercedes Marschke, NP F’ o,
" Comfortgel
San Gabrriel j
207 South Santa Anita Streeft, #G-18
San Gabiriel, California 91776
Phone (626) 576-7321 Fax (626) 576-7384
Kalust Ucar, MD
Hank Yang, Ph.D., MD

\ ®
Glendale

laMitington Beach



